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A Prayerfor St . Col umbads Journey

Ever-present God,
we come to you ,

source of sustenance, guidance, and wisdom

as we seek a new rector.

As we journey together,
we ask that your Spirit move us in full accord

to fulfill your purposes.

May we walk
empowered by the joy of Christds risir

pledged to honor his name.

We pray your Spiritds energizing of our
for gifts to articulate your word
that we may apply your ways to life;
for a shepherdds heart
to o ffer nurture and comfort to all;
for humor to help us laugh at ourselves,
yet take you seriously;
for a stewardds commitment
to draw us toward giving ourselves to your worship and service;
and for a mind of discernment
captivated by the mystery of faith 0
Christés dying, rising and return.
To us and to your priestly servant,
give mutual recognition,
for the spread of your love
and the praise of your glory among us,
then through us to your world.

Amen.
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Wel come t o Stol Col umbaods

It is our hope that this Parish P rofile, along with our website (  www.stcolumbaschapel.org ), will
provide you with information about the vibrant life of our church community. We are an Episcopal
Church in leadership transition that remains committed to carrying on, and strengthening, the

worship and programs that have characterized our parish.

This P rofile was developed by a Self -Study Committee that was appointed by the Vestry of St.
Col umbads i2011AIp outlihes whb we are today, as well as our hopes for the future. The
committee conducted gatherings and interviews with groups and individual parishioners in order to

be certain that this Profile reflects, as closely as possible, the character a nd desires of the entire
parish.

As you read this P rofile, may you discover for yourselfth e warm, welcoming and spiritual life here
at St. Columbads.
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Our Mission

St. Columbads is a spiritual communi

aware of and responsive to Godds compr ehefosalve,
through Christ

Our Guiding Principles

Worship ~ Reflect ~ Connect

Through Worship ,
we celebrate and build upon our Christian heritage

and welcome all who are seeking a closer relationship with God.

Through Reflection ,
and guided by faith, scripture and reason,

we nourish our spiritual lives.

Through Connection ,

we look for opportunities to engage

so that we may act on our faith and be of service to others.
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A Vision for the Future:

Opportunities & Challenges

We look forward to working with our next rector on the following:

1 exploring and expanding the opportunities for Christian formation for all and in particular
enrich ing the spiritual needs and interests of our teens ;

1 supporting and initia  ting collaborative activities with other churches in the Aquidne ck Island
Deanery ;
T increasi ng -ouihvolvdmam with the people we serve through our outreach

partnerships , while continuing our  efforts in communicating with and reaching out to the
larger community ;

9 strengthening and expanding the ways in which we reach out to and welcome people into our
parish while retaining our sense of family  ;

1 assessing the ability of the existing infrastructure to meet parish needs and interests,
including resolving the issue of diminishing space in our graveyard .
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What We Seek in a Rector

A shepherd who will provide spiritual nourishment, guidance and support to the
pari shioner s of as$ey.contthoelowthelr eadhdy journey through growth and
change .

An engaging and inspiring homilist who can apply the lessons of the Gospel to our
contemporary lives, and who can, without favoring a particular stance, remain open to and
respectful of the diversity of views held by our parishioners.

An open, warm, carin g and accessible spiritual advisor of unimpeachable integrity.

An effective parish administrator with an aptitude for financial management who will guide
the parish in the stewardship of it S precious resources

Someone with strong interpersonal skills who can connect with people of all ages

Someone with whom young people will share a mutual respect as they continue to develop
their role in the |ife of the church and of St.

Someone who possesses a strong desire to expand the educational opportunities available to
adults, teens and children alike

Someone with a strong sense of community involvement , who recognizes the importance of
the larger society, both interms of communication and outreach .

St .
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Liturgy

OWe are spiritamal lenwruglhiedt ad St. Col umbads

There are several opportunities for all to worship at
mysteries of faith with the 1979 Book of Common Prayer as our guide. Since 2009, because of our

growth in membership and as an expression of welcome to newcomers, we now celebrate three

Eucharistic services on Sundays. There is an 8:00 a.m. Rite | service, a quiet, contemplative service

without music, at whi  ch attendance averages between thirty and thirty -five; @ 9:00 a.m. Rite Il

service, which averages between forty and forty -five worshippers; and a 10:45 a.m. Rite Il service

with ninety to one hundred in attendance. There is musi c at both Rite Il celebrat ions. The interval
between the 9:00 and 10:45 services was created in order to have more time for educational

opportunities, for both adults and children, as well as to allow more communal time for

parishioners from all three services.

Once a month, chil dren serve as liturgical hel pers at the 9:00 a.m. service. Although it may seem

that this celebration is aimed at families with children, many parishioners without children have

expressed their app reciation of this special time. Children and youth are we  Icome at all of our

services, and we believe that their presence enlivens our worship. Childcare is provided at the 9:00

a.m. and the 10:45 a.m. services. Childrends Chapel, our Sunday School
service, with the children joining t he congregation in church for offertory and Eucharist.

Morning Prayer is offered Monday through Thursday at 8:30 a.m. and is led either by clergy or a

memb er of the parish.  On Wednesday evening there is a 5:30 p.m. Eucharist which includes the

Litany for Healing and the opportunity to receive a blessin g and to be anointed with oil. These
additional services provide parishioners with midweel

St. Columbads ~ Celebrating 125 Years Page 8



Music

0The music at St. Columbadsapprecitatnedddéonary,

Music playsacentralrol ei n t he | i f e of Iti®thdraw€ pebplemoaheé €hapel and

nur tures them once they are  there. While at 8:00 a.m. thereis  a Eucharist ic service without music,
the congregation provides enthusiastic praise through the hym ns that are part of both the 9:00 a.m.
and 10:45 a.m.services. St . Col umbads i asverpfine devlam-Skinhet 22 -rank pipe
organ, which was donated and endowed by the Jelke family in 1937.

Our organist and choirmaster leads our dedicated choir  in anthems from a beautiful, challenging

and eclectic repertoire of sacred music that spans centuries and styles. The choir size is quite large
given the size of the church  membership , often featuring fifteen to twenty -five singers ranging from
teens to seniors.  They rehearse weekly in the chapel and contribute to many of the 10:45 a.m.

services, as well as special holiday and memorial services.

While we do not have a c hpebplrdesingis Sundapschoqgl and dutng y oung
special services and pageants.

In addition to choir and organ performances at suc h events as the English Garden P arty, guest
artists and groups of ten performin the parish hall, the chapel and on the g rounds. These have
included everything from folk rock to chamber groups, and from baroque to barbershop.
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Christian Formation

OThere are so many opportunities to grow spiritually, emotionally, intellectually by being
engaged in the community at St . 0ihdserming e . The w
Eucharist 9 continue to be the core for me . : . and the book studies. o

Parishioners o f all ages are encouraged to participate in various

educational and enrichmentpro gr ams of fered at FBrt. C
adults there i s lagledvBibée ktldy grong asévell as a
womenods spirit uaThersdreialdo/Adwgemt and lpenten

book stu dy programs, led by the rector. Less regularly there are

lectures on topics of parishioner interest, such as developments

within the Anglican community, or presentations by parishioners

themselves, concerning church  -sponsored trips, personal

experi ences or reflections on healing. Our adult parishioners have

expressed a wish for expanded opp  ortunities for adult education.

Additionally, w e are looking for

ways to enrich the church

experience for our teenage
parishioners.  Our teens currently
assist by serving as acolytes,

caring for the youngest children in

the nursery, participating on the
Self-Study and Search

Committees, and helping with
Sunday school. They have also taken part in parish hall

sleepovers, as well as a sk i trip to New Hampshire with the teens

from Trinity Church (Newport). Our teens also contribute to our
outreach efforts, most recently in conjunction with the Trinity/St.
Columbads joint o0Gifts for Teenso
raised money, shopped , wrapped and delivered Christmas

presents to other teens who might not otherwise have received them. The teens raised enough
money to be able to provide each recipient with an additional $25 gift card, for which they received

a Vision Award from the East  Bay Community Action Program for their participation and significant
contribution.

Our Sunday school, which follows the structure

of the Liturgy, serves our parishioners ages four

through twelve and is  held each Sunday during

the 9:00 a.m. service. The children learn

scripture lessons, hear stories, sing and create

artproect s based on t heOndhey ds |
last Sunday of each month, the children

participate in the 9:0 0 a.m. service as ushers,

acolytes and readers.
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Children and teens are  also encouraged to participate in many of the activities of our church life,

inclu ding our Advent tradition of a Christmas pageant, with the children playing all the roles of the

story of the birth  of Christ. They also manage, with adult supervision, the Fun Food, Childr
Tea, and Treasure Chest booths at the annual Garden Party.

Our children are valued members of the St eatp@deintherbad s
involvement. As we gathered as a parish to complete this self -study profile, without prompting , the
children collaborated on the following unedited letter, which they presented to the Vestry:
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Parish Life

OAt St . Colluombe&aa 6tsg aowe®ok and we | ove to ea

St. Columbads is home to a spiritually engaged and s
house for all those who seek  a closer relationship with God. We are also a community of individuals
whotakegreat pl easure in each otheroés company, so the myri

are crucial to the fabric of our parish.
 — St. Columbads Chapel and its church)
v had been spirited out of the English countryside and deposited
: in coastal Rhode Island.  Therefore it seems appropriate that our

Saint Columba' signature community event is an English Garden Party, held
ENGLISH B eachJun eontheSaturda y cl osest to St.In&ol umb
GARDEN tradition begun in 1991 by our then rector, a transplanted

PARTY Englishman, the garden party brings all of us together for a day

e of festivity and welcome.  The residents of Aquidneck Island and

- 1 i beyond enjoy the English traditions that are a part of the day,

FREE ADMISSION such as a Devonshire cream tea, the chapel flower festival,
childrends games, a garden boot h, a

and silent auction ( the proceeds of which benefit our outreach

efforts), and som uch more. The garden party allows us to

extend the hospitality of our parish and, as importantly, brings

the parish together as nothing else does. For newcomers or

vi sitors to St. Col umbads, the gar deé
way to become involved in  the life of the church.

Our efforts extend throughout the year with weekly coffee hours following each of our Sunday

services, parish brunches, a Shrove Tuesday pancake ¢
churchyard clean -up, a Victorian Christmaste a, t he c IChristdas ebak@& sale (with proceeds
going to the charity of their c¢h pageaset) Parishiongrs disbokec hi | dr
an active role in such outreach events as the 5K Road Race for the Island, holiday wreath

decoratingw or k shops to benefit Lucyod6s Hearth (a | ocal she
as this yeards new outreach event, t, reld inRdalaberatibonavith t he |
other Epi scopal churches on the island. There is an ever -present atmosphere of enthusiasm,

creativity and challenge within our parish life as we continually explore new ideas for the future.

St. Columbads ~ Celebrating 125 Years Page 12



